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Q You started with pasteups and streetartlike stuff which reminds of Bast and 
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You now create installations and stuff which fits into the ongoing lowbrow 


movement. It seems that you like the kitsch side of the american vintage pop  ZPO 101 
culture. Why? 


BT 5 if “e, fiir die 
I started doing installations just because I ran out of poster ideas. As far as the 45S o. ed 
kitschy stuff goes, I just always love anything ugly. I like taking old cartoons i die Anmibe 
used to watch or toys I used to play with and ruining them and making them __ ler anfing- 
dark and dirty. I never understand why, but ugly things have always just made 
me happier. Things that are really pretty and clean make me feel sent 
uncomfortable. I'd just rather watch someone cut their intestines out and smear qn 
them all over a wall and name it something than watch a really skilled painter ? 
do like a really good painting. Theres nothing wrong with skilled painting, it 
just doesn't entertain me. I just think it's all funny. And I guess I like making 
dark and ugly things because theres plenty of colorful, fun, pretty murals and 


things out there for the people who like that. I make things for the kids who st auch auf 
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I really dig this sculpture here. How did you made it? 


ar a toy horse that I melted hot glue all over, and then painted black. The base 
is i an old vhs tape, and the face it a plaster cast of a Ken doll's face. 
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Some people stick to this classical way of urban art collages right now but few 


are original enough. What do you think about it? Who do you like concerning : 
saecauranestitels nach dem 1. jatucs a 


fuera PEG === 
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I think its hard to make interesting street art collages because so many people 
have already made so much cool stuff. But everyone should just make 
whatever they want. if it looks similar to someone else I dont think it matters. 
Just make whatever you want to make for you. I don't really think I could pick 
favorites though. I love all collage type stuff. 
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Who are you biggest influences on cartoons? How about Disne 


I don't have any one particular style or person that influences me.. 
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name it. Sometimes it is a particular space I see that makes me think, "I need to 


Seuss but I get inspired by comic books, puppets, anime, fine art, commercials, you 
draw something to fit there" 
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Do you also paint on canvases or other mediums? ‘gung mit den Aufforde- 
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Typically I do most of my work with markers and I have only painted a handful of 
things.. | am open to other media but there has not been a real call for me to go 
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During the last months you had some nice shows. Can you tell us something about 


these exhibitions? 
- 'O 100 


Until now I have shown my work worldwide and there will definetely a big gua 
soloshow coming soon. Shows are great to get in contact with people who like my 7°, die 


: ‘ ichti 
stuff. If they are not able to see my streetpieces in person they can see my smaller falls we 


works an dget in contact Se oe ae si scin Zustellungsbe- 
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How do you look at the current scenes of street and urban art in Germany in 
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The evolution of these artforms is absolutely positive. But i can hardly say 
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I actually picked Metrik as my name somewhat naively. As a kid just getting ee pis. 
into graffiti I had a handful of letters I thought were really fun to draw or just 
had good shapes and from that I tried to find a word. I scoured some graffiti 
forums and flipped through the one magazine I had and eventually I decided on 
Metrik just so I could have a name for posting on the same forum. After a 
while though I’ve definitely grown into the name and I feel like my style is just mina 
beginning to fit the name. To me the metric system is very logical, organized, atsprechend 


Why metrik? Is there any conncetion to the metric system :-)? ve se 


*fandung in 


universally applicable, and clean which are all things that I find appealing in 

visual art so it has given me a bit of inspiration in that regard. Also the metric 
system and the name Metrik to me represent a means of documenting objective 
forms through which we can explore the systems that govern reality. So the 


metric system works somewhat in the same way an artist does, but with 


numbers rather than aesthetics. 1 Gefriedigung aus dem Grundstiick hat, 
kann der Ptanauny nacn Maligabe des § 771 widersprechen, sofern nicht die 
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You master tiny sketches as well as larger scale murals. What do you favour 
and what are the pros and contras? 873, ZPO 100 


To be honest with myself, | really do enjoy studio work more. I find the “"g. nach Eraff. 
freedom and control of the mediums to be far more appealing. In the studio, a ht 
you can experiment more, produce results faster and cheaper, and also not have Ce 
the same pressure as a public work. Also the processes that you can do on ons (§ 486 
paper are much different that murals and far more forgiving. Murals you have ? ein. Fonds 
to plan out well ahead of time then figure out how you’re going to approach it, pane ae 
how much it’ll cost, and then finally execute the idea. If any problems come up jaar 
along the way, you can bet they’re going to cost a lot more to fix due to the sgen_den 


scale alone. There is something to be said about being able to use your entire Be a si 
: PIn- 


body for a piece though, its like a combination of visual and martial arts in that aftung er- 
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You work with well known flicker guys like Biafra and Amoeba in alot of your eee 


outside paintings. Tell me about your recent collabs, --wuuasue crrichtet worden ist oder 
“thetinlen~ dan Haftung errichtet 
Biafra and Amoeba are two of the best guys I know, and I’m super happy to teil fest- 
have the opportunity to work with them as much as I do. Recently Biafra and 
myself did a collaboration for a commissioned mural. It was for Volt Studios in 
Minneapolis, which is a postproduction and special effects company. It was Pee: 
hands down the best experience I’ve had doing a commission as well as dichen Ge- 
working with a client. Plus it was also located in the first skyscraper ever builnoch nicht 
in Minnesota, which is really great to be able to say. As far as Amoeba and [ pan on 
go, we tend to do a lot of small-scale stuff together as well as sketching. We Ho pes id 
both have a pretty good handle on each other’s process, which makes it easy to ren ob- 
see how we can mix our styles to create something new. There’s something 
about getting us both in a room that just makes us want to create and I think 
that’s something that’s pretty rare to find. We also paint together a lot, not as 
much as we used to but as often as we can make it happen. 
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You are also into urban explorati 
could you tell us? 


ons. How did come about it and what stories 


Urban exploration is one of my favorite things in the whole world. It was 
introduced to me through graffiti and some really good friends along with 
some online discoveries of my Own. Urban exploration kind of comes as a side 
package to graffiti, and it’s more of a precursor to painting a spot. A lot of 
times I'll scout a place with no paint with plans to return later on. I don’t have 
too many stories to go with exploration, most missions have gone smoothly. 
There is one place I’ve had particularly bad luck though, and its always been a 
pain because its one of my favorite spots. It’s this abandoned hospital and 
senior living center that has several wings, a spectacular view from the roof 


and an underground tunnel. Not to mention its right in the middle of 


Minneapolis. One time while trying to get in through the underground tunnel 
we went to the door and tried to pry the nails off only to break our hammer’s 
wooden handle in half. So we went to a buddy’s place that lived nearby and go! 
his hammer, which also ended up splitting in half. Another time Biafra and | 
were going there and the second we hopped the fence to go in a different way ¢ 
ix ee - security guard rolled past. And I’m pretty sure the first time I painted with 
\\ = Amoeba we tried for a solid ten minutes to pry back some wood to no avail, 
i Ge which only led to us leaving for home disappointed. I swear that place is 


cursed or something. <i 
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Buck You also seem to like calligrphy and letters. Do you have any graff- 
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| Graffiti was really the extent of my art making throughout high school and 
even now it influences my non letterform based work, but its what kept me 
creating and gave me an opportunity to do something productive when I was 
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Whats coming next? 


If only I knew, but the future is always a gamble. My hopes are to continue on 
to grad school to eam my MFA to become a drawing professor, but it seems 


just as likely that I’ll be working some random nine to five job and doing my 
art on the side. Or who knows, maybe I’ll find some sick job as an illustrator or 
concept artist. As far as my art goes though I think what’s next for me is more 
fine art and studio work and a lot more working from life. I’m hoping to put 

& together a solo show in the near future and that’s really driving me to have 

# Some continuity in my work. Murals are always on the agenda but it’s almost 
impossible to plan them ahead of schedule. I’ve found a process [ think I really 
like that’s more along the lines of drawing than painting on a large scale so I’m 
aa hoping to bring that to life soon. 
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What do you do for a living? Does you day job somehow connect to printing too? 


My official title is Creative Director. I grew up in a monolithic building in Hong 
Kong. As we are a very small team, we all end up wearing many, many hats including 
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‘The common link between my partner Heng and myself is that we all have a 
combination of skills. For example, my formal training is in drama. At the moment, 


§§ 

I'm a script writer of Hong Kong film and theatre, but I also have a working 1 
knowledge of advertising and marketing. Heng has a master’s degree in painting and e 
graphics, but he’s also been doing digital visual arts as a serious hobby for many 3a 
years. By the way, I guess I'm part of the Pop Art movement. “s 
4b 

Besides selling on etsy do you have any other ongoing projects? 
7 

In order to expand and grow, we will develop new and innovative products line with : 
Retro Art style design. pS LE end Might tag) ul Cee! EE ae Rane gid (se: Py tees et 10 


You are located in asia. Your pices look inspired by western culture mainly. What are, 5“ 


Menkord 12b 
; r that? 
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Thanks to its unique location and history, Hong Kong is a city that combines eastern 3 
and western culture. I become an art and pop culture enthusiast, as a result of being a 
both Chinese culture and under a more recent contemporary ex-British influence. 15a 


You seem to dig animals alot. Do you live with any? 


Squeezed into an over-crowded Hong Kong where space is a luxury, I love animal 
but just have a little turtle and I just recently moved him to a bigger tank ... better 
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1.9. 2009 due-h A 47 Ae 6 FAGRG v 17 12. 2008 (BGBI. I S. 2586), durch Art. 7 


Did you took part in exhibitions until now? What are you future plans? = '\° one 
We wish to inspire you and delight you with exhibitions and programs in the 3b 
future. We believe our handmade items have a unique charm and we hope in visiting 
our Etsy-site all the people will find something to enjoy. 
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Is there a difference between the 2 mediums for you- thinking about the old war 
between writing and streetart? _...- una WDETBAIIYD Vv Uso asen vo ~sev-116 JGG 89 


Theres not really a difference in my opinion. We are artists and we do the things we 
like to do. The combination of styles and stencils is whats most interesting and most Ju- 


fun to me. gendarrest, der wegen einer vor pDeginn ues w ciruienstvernaicmsses vegange- 
What is the Knudsen-Klan? «ber Soldaten der Bundeswehr zu vollstrecken, 
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This crew is just a bunch of fans and lovers of Knudsen-Taunus Drivers. This ha 
nothing to do with writing at all. 2. § 83. ~ ; 
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When I know where I will travel next I try to design a theme-sticker be going 

there. Like a tour on the island Sylt, an bavarianstyle owl, a european tour sticker etc. ; 
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ith whom did you paint until now? Who's your favourite buddy out there and with 


1om do you want to hit a wall? : 


s hard to name a favourite. I love to paint with our new crew right now. By the way 
her writers, on allsaints we met with 


ere are alway meet ups were you can meet ot aa 
) writers in Dortmund Wambel — that was a very nicedaytopaint.  ~ 
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Whats your opinion towards the recent activities of writing in Dortmund and the 
! Ruhrarea? 

Right now we have some cool guys around but unfortunately streetart 1s not very 
opular here. I hope this wi 4t an (§ 105), so gelten auch die 
pop pe this will change asap. 4s. 2, 3, §§ 52, 52a, 54 Abs. 1, 


88 55 bis 66, 74 und 79 Abs. 1 entsprechend. 2§ 66 ist auch dann anzuwen- 
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(wost popular town for writers in the 90s besides Amstaerdam. Are yo : 
ihis history and do you get inspirations from the old days? LB rll 


Sure. But I'm not as inspired as back then. I love to spot old tags and pieces but there 
are only a few still visible due to some toyshit and buffing stuff. 
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You seem to be very new in the so called streetart scene but 
and became a well known guy today. Just tell what happened during the last few 


ou developed very fast 


years? 


The start was not easy at all. I knew noone from this scene personally so I tried hard 
myself get the knowledge about cuttingtools, and papers for stencils and about colors 
and caps. So first of all I had to do a whole lot of research concerning the tools. 
In 2008 I was asked to participate in a groupshow. There I got my first contact to 
other artists, especially ASA-Crew, Dash3Ultra and Quasikunst who helped me alot 
They gave me a lot of help which tools to use and how cut very detailed pieces. 
Afterwards i participated in many shows alover the globe. Eric, a photographer from 
Paris ("streetart without borders" ) also helped me alot to spread my images and to 
get more fame. He often travels around and pastes art of different artists in large 
cities, makes pics and post them online. To be honest, I dont feel any urge to go out 
and paste. I hate it when I paste something and it is already disappeared the day 
afterwards. So i don't really feel like a "Streetartist" myself. 


How about the political messages in your work? Many of these may seem trivial and 
ironical at first. 


| am not some nice guy who's always political correct but sometimes I'm just angry 
about whats going on. I use my art as a medium to show my anger about politicians, 


media, banks, huge labels — about the whole rubbish of of time soot natt 
So 1 often use the tools of the adverising agianst them. And because the media thinks 
of of us as total idiots my modifications may seem rather trivial. sagung der 
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Looking at your technique, 80s punk iconography and the colors you use, one could 
see some influence of Shepard Fairey in your work, Is this positive or negative? 


[ hardly can't say that I'm more influenced by Shepard than by any other artist. 

In the beginning of my stencilworks i didn't even knew him of his artworks. 

Fact is: There is definitiv something similar in both our pieces. We both live in the 
same time, were born in the early 70s and we both have similar interests — like very 
early punk. Also we studied the same, use the same colors red and black and like the 
iconic style of propaganda. So it is no wonder that these similarities may occur. 
Lused to aim for different colors way back to set myself free from this comparison 
but I notice then that my works lacked much of their intended expression. 

Until now our pieces were yet shown in the same shows and if you compare them 
there you will sure notice how independent and different our corpus of work is. 


Where do you search for the basic images for your paintings? 


Concering the backgrounds i love to search trough 


old advertising books from the 50s 
and 60s. But in general Luse everything | find interesting for these background 
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You take part in many projects and you. collaborate with other artist. Could you tell us 
what was most amazing until now? 


L love those large and small stickershows because if you take part in this you soon 
will get feedback from the people. It is interesting what people from around the globe 
think about the work you do. . 
[have collaborated with a lot of artist recently. One highlight was the collabo with . 
Farllee because he is such a genius who invests SO much effort in his works that it 1s 
truly amazing. | also liked the Paint& Beer Festival in Amsterdam. You could on 
some great graffiti and streetart guys there and I love talking and collaborting wit 
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What can we expect from you in the near future? 
I have tons of ideas lay 
focus on the details of my pieces at the same time. 
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